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R E A L E S TAT E

Property
		 with

eternal value

What if my real estate has
decreased in value?
If the value of your real estate has
decreased, then you can sell it and give the
proceeds to BGEA. This way you may be
able to deduct the long-term capital loss.

How much real estate can I give?

As the world population nears 7 billion,
there are more people alive who need
Jesus Christ than ever before. Reaching
these people with His Good News is
the central passion of the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association (BGEA), and
you can partner with us in this lifechanging work.
You already know that you can support
BGEA through cash gifts, but did you
know that you can help win others for
Christ through a gift of real estate? The
following pages will outline the specific
advantages of a real estate donation and
help you determine if such a gift is the
right choice for you.
What real estate can I give?
You can give any real estate—house,
farm, rental property, business property,
vacant land, island, timberland, ranch,
hotel, vacation cottage—as long as it is
readily marketable and does not contain
environmental contaminants.

You can give as much real estate as you
wish. Tax laws, however, specify how much
of the value of the gift you can deduct each
year from your income.

How can I give real estate?
There are many options to consider:
AN IMMEDIATE, OUTRIGHT GIFT
You can give your appreciated real estate to
BGEA as a gift to be sold and the proceeds
used immediately for God’s work. Giving
real estate that has increased in value
offers the most significant tax advantage.
Most often, if you sell appreciated real
estate, you must pay a tax on the capital
gain. If you give that real estate to BGEA
rather than selling it, however, you may be
able to avoid all tax on the gain. You will
receive a charitable contribution deduction
for the appraised value of your property.
A REVOCABLE, DEFERRED GIFT
EARNING INCOME FOR LIFE
If you need the income from your real
estate—but you would like to eventually

give the property to BGEA—you can set up a
charitable revocable living trust.
• Your property is transferred to a trustee for
future benefit of BGEA.
• You continue to receive the net income the
property produces.
• The beneficiaries, income distribution,
and assets in the trust can be changed at
your discretion.
• The property is no longer part of your
taxable estate, unless you designate a
surviving beneficiary for the income.
• You avoid probate of the property.
AN IRREVOCABLE, DEFERRED GIFT
EARNING INCOME FOR LIFE
• Your real estate gift is given to BGEA.
• You receive an immediate income tax
charitable contribution deduction for a
portion of the market value.
• You will receive payments through
the trust, subject to the ability of the
property to produce income. Property
can also be sold (while avoiding or
deferring capital gains tax) and the
proceeds reinvested to produce income.
• There are no estate taxes on trust assets.
If income is designated for another person,
however, this may result in estate tax.
A DEFERRED, LIFE ESTATE GIFT
A life estate agreement—revocable or
irrevocable—will enable you to give your
home or farm to BGEA but continue living
there for the rest of your life.

With a major gift of
real estate to BGEA,
		 you can join us
in proclaiming the
Good News of

Jesus Christ

across the globe.

An irrevocable gift, once you have signed
the agreement, is permanent. You can
continue living at the property, but you
cannot cancel the agreement and regain
title. In return for this restriction, you can
take a charitable deduction for a portion of
the current value of your home or farm in
the year of the gift.
In a revocable life estate agreement, the
title to your property is put in the name of
a trustee, but you continue to control it as
long as you live. You can use the property in
any way you desire, but you cannot take a
charitable deduction.
Both types of agreements transfer the real
estate to BGEA at your death, just as you
intended—with no probate, no delay, and no
estate tax (unless you make arrangements
to transfer the life estate after your death to
a person other than your spouse, in which
case there may be some estate tax). While
you live it is still your home. You continue to
maintain the property and pay the utilities,
taxes, and insurance.

A life estate agreement
will enable you to give
your home to BGEA
		 but continue to live
				 there for the
				 rest of your life.
THROUGH YOUR WILL
If you prefer to control and manage your
real estate but would like to give it to
BGEA at your death, you can make that
gift through your will. You will not get
an immediate charitable contribution
deduction on your income tax return, but
the portion of your estate subject to estate
tax will be reduced.

What are the primary considerations,
then, in giving real estate?

is retained for you or a loved one? Will
you benefit from claiming a charitable
contribution deduction on your income tax
return? Do you need to have access to the
principal? Do you need to continue living in
your home for the rest of your life?

Join us in the work of the Kingdom
Giving a gift of real estate can be a major
way you can partner with BGEA in the
global work of proclaiming God’s love
through Jesus Christ, and we would be
happy to assist you in this process.
Please call us today at 1-877-2GRAHAM
(1-877-247-2426) if you would like to join
us in our mission to “make disciples of
all nations.”
The purpose of this publication is to provide information
of a general nature only. For specific legal advice and
assistance, you should contact your own attorney.

You should consider whether you need to
receive an annual income in return for your
gift. Do you need to ensure that the income

Careful planning will
provide you with
the most advantages
		 while ensuring
			effective giving.

Billy Graham Evangelistic Association (BGEA) is audited annually by an
independent public accounting firm. Descriptions of BGEA’s programs and
activities, and its audited financial statement, are available upon request.
Contributions are solicited with the understanding that BGEA has complete
control over the use of all donated funds.
REGISTRATION WITH A STATE DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL
OR RECOMMENDATION BY SUCH STATE. For Virginia residents, a financial
statement is available upon request from the State Division of Consumer
Affairs in the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. West Virginia
residents may obtain information by writing the Secretary of State, the State
Capitol, Charleston, WV 25305.
All gifts are tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law. Our Board-approved
policy is that all gifts designated for a specific project be applied to the project,
with up to 10 percent used for administrative and fund-raising expenses.
Occasionally we receive more contributions for a given project than
can be wisely applied to that project. When that happens, we use these
funds to meet a similar pressing need. We do not provide goods or
services in consideration for contributions. BGEA is a charter member
of the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability (ECFA).

