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SECURITIES

Effective giving
		 with
eternal benefits

The promise of eternal life is the
greatest gift we can offer to a lost and
dying world. That’s why there’s no
better investment you can make than
in advancing the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
When you support the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association (BGEA), you
become a partner in providing millions
of men, women, and children with an
opportunity to hear the Good News and
make a decision for eternity. God can
use you in a mighty way to transform
hearts for generations to come.
We know that managing God’s
resources for His glory requires careful
consideration and intentional planning.
You may find that a simple, yet powerful
way you can partner with BGEA to
reach lost souls with the Gospel is
through a gift of securities. Let’s begin
by answering some important questions
to determine if a gift of securities is the
right option for you.

Why should I consider
a gift of securities?
Giving stocks, bonds, or mutual funds that
have increased in value can be a great way
to support the ongoing work of evangelism
and provide you the tax advantages that
other assets may not provide. Generally,
when you sell securities that have
appreciated, you pay a tax on the profit.
When you give those securities to BGEA,
however, you avoid paying this tax. You also
get a charitable contribution deduction
that you may be able to report on your
tax return for the full fair market value if
those securities are considered long-term
gain assets.
You can also elect to make a gift
of securities by naming BGEA as a
beneficiary, either through your will or
through a beneficiary designation account
at some security brokerage firms. You
will not receive a charitable contribution
deduction on your income tax returns, but
you will reduce the amount of your estate
that may be subject to tax. In addition,
assets in a beneficiary designation account

You can have a part in
providing millions an
opportunity to hear the
Good News and make
a decision for eternity.

will avoid probate. Ultimately, you can be
assured that BGEA will use your gift to take
the Good News to people all over the world.

How much can I give?
You can give as much as you wish, but the
tax law does specify exactly how much of
your contribution you can deduct from your
income. If you give appreciated securities
held long term, your contribution is generally
limited to 30 percent of your adjusted gross
income. If you give more than that amount,
you can carry over the excess up to five
additional years.

What if my securities
have depreciated?
If the value of your securities has gone
down, then you should sell them before
giving your gift of the proceeds to BGEA. You
receive a deduction for your capital loss plus
a charitable contribution deduction for the
proceeds given. If you give the securities to
BGEA rather than selling them first, you do
not get the capital loss deduction.

“He who supplies seed to the
sower and bread for food will
supply and multiply your seed
for sowing and increase the
harvest of your righteousness.”
—2 Corinthians 9:10, ESV

There are three ways
you can retain an
income for life in
return for your gift.

How can I give securities
and still retain the income?
WITH A GIFT ANNUITY, YOU CAN:
• Make

a gift of your securities at their fair
market value today.

• Receive

annual payments for life.

• Obtain

a charitable contribution, which
may reduce your income taxes and your
potential estate taxes.

• Pay

tax on only part of the capital gain,
which would normally be spread over your
life expectancy.

WITH A CHARITABLE REVOCABLE
LIVING TRUST, YOU CAN:
• Transfer

securities to a trustee to be used
for the future benefit of BGEA.

• Change

beneficiaries, income distribution,
or the nature of the assets of the trust.

• Feel

confident that your desires outlined
in the trust remain private.

You can be assured
that BGEA will use
your gift to take the
Good News to people
all over the world.
• Designate,

at your death, that the trust
become an unchangeable agreement and
pay income to another person (subject to
limitations your trustee may have).

• Retain

the income for life—or until you
change your mind.

• The

trust fund is not subject to probate.
It is not part of your taxable estate,
unless you designate the income or a
portion of trust assets to go to a person
other than your spouse after your death.

The decision is yours.
You can make an eternal difference in
someone’s life. A gift of securities to
BGEA may prove to be a unique way for
you to give a gift—other than cash—to
enable desperate souls across the globe
to hear the life-changing Gospel of
Jesus Christ and make a decision for
eternity. If you would like to partner with
BGEA through a gift of securities,
contact your broker to make your gift
today. If you have additional questions,
please call us at 1-877-2GRAHAM
(1-877-247-2426).
The purpose of this publication is to provide
information of a general nature only. For specific
legal advice and assistance, you should contact your
own attorney.

WITH A CHARITABLE REMAINDER
UNITRUST OR ANNUITY TRUST, YOU CAN:
• Transfer

securities to a trustee to be
used for the future benefit of BGEA.

• Receive

an income tax charitable
contribution deduction.

• Retain
• Save

an income interest for life.

on estate taxes if your estate is
large enough.

Billy Graham Evangelistic Association (BGEA) is audited annually by an
independent public accounting firm. Descriptions of BGEA’s programs and
activities, and its audited financial statement, are available upon request.
Contributions are solicited with the understanding that BGEA has complete
control over the use of all donated funds.
REGISTRATION WITH A STATE DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL
OR RECOMMENDATION BY SUCH STATE. For Virginia residents, a financial
statement is available upon request from the State Division of Consumer
Affairs in the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. West Virginia
residents may obtain information by writing the Secretary of State, the State
Capitol, Charleston, WV 25305.
All gifts are tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law. Our Board-approved
policy is that all gifts designated for a specific project be applied to the project,
with up to 10 percent used for administrative and fund-raising expenses.
Occasionally we receive more contributions for a given project than
can be wisely applied to that project. When that happens, we use these
funds to meet a similar pressing need. We do not provide goods or
services in consideration for contributions. BGEA is a charter member
of the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability (ECFA).

